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CHAPTER I 
THE PURPOSE OF THIS ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
General function of thi§ bibliggraphy.-- The purpose of 
this study is to compile an annotated bibliography of histor-
ical and contemporary novels relating to and concerned with 
some of the more important of the numerous problems with 
which our present-day postwar society is faced. This list 
is intended as an aid for the Problems of Democracy teacher 
who is seeking worthwhile outside reading to be recommended 
to his high school students. The purpose of such a bibliog-
raphy is threefold: the books here included will, it is hoped, 
, serve as effective motivating agents for the students by 
appealing to the universal interest in a good story; the 
books will add meaning for the students to the field of 
Problems of Democracy; and, by confining the bibliography to 
only those novels which are good literature, the fiction 
contained in this list will help to develop and foster in 
the students a taste for worthwhile reading. 
Fiction as a motivator.-- The role of fiction as a 
motivator is obvious, and the point need not be labored, but 
merely stated. There are few persons who are not attracted 
by a well told story, and who do not feel a compelling urge 
-1-
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to pursue an interesting narrative to its conclusion. It is 
self-evident, therefore, that the Problems of Democracy 
teacher may profitably take advantage of this basic and uni-
versal human trait and channel it into a desired and desirable 
learning activity on the part of his students. It is a well 
known fact that many social studies textbooks in use are, even 
where not actually too difficult for the average member of 
the class, all too frequently dull, dry, and lacking in pupil-
appeal. A skillfully told story will bring welcome relief 
from what a large proportion of the student body considers to 
be the boring routine of required textbook reading, and will 
carry the student along voluntarily by force of its own inher-
ent attraction. As such, it is a valuable supplement to the 
required treatise, and a useful teaching and learning aid. 
It can be an invaluable alternative avenue of approach. 
Fiction as an aid to understanding.-- A further, signifi-
cant benefit to be derived from the use of fiction in this 
area is the imparting of understanding of the field. As any 
social studies teacher knows, the matter of teaching meaning 
is one of the major problems with which he has to struggle. 
The concepts involved in the social studies are admittedly 
difficult, perhaps more difficult for the average student 
to grasp than those of any other course in the high school 
curriculum. Novels can aid the teacher immeasurably in 
imparting meaning and desired understanding to his pupils, 
\_-
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for a good story probably more effectively than any other 
medium c_an give life and three-dimensional reality to facts 
and concepts hitherto only vaguely comprehended and not at 
all appreciated. Wesley, among others, has endorsed the use 
of novels for this purpose in the social studies: 
"Social studies teachers are by no means agreed 
as to the value of fiction, but it seems reasonably 
clear that the better novels reveal many concrete facts 
about social relationships that the social studies books 
cannot even indicate .... Without elaborating the point, 
one may say that literature mirrors social realities, 
Rnd therefore deserves liberal space in the social 
studies library. In securing this kind of material the 
social studies teacher will naturally have the help of 
the English teacher. ''1./ 
Fiction as a developer of reading taste.-- Lastly, a 
major advantage of using fiction in the social studies is 
the development and fostering in the student of a taste for 
good literature and the desire to read, both to learn and 
for enjoyment and personal gratification. The writer believes 
that educators will be in general agreement with the state-
ment that one of the most desired and desirable outcomes of 
the entire educational process in the secondary schools is a 
taste for reading and a discrimination in selection of 
literature. It is believed, further, that it will be conceded 
that the stimulation of a desire for worthwhile reading is 
not exclusively the concern of the English department. Read-
ing being the principal source of dissemination of 
l/Edgar Bruce Wesley, Teaching the Social Studies, D. C. 
Heath & Company, Boston, 1942, p. 330. 
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information and acquisition of enlightenment, and one of the 
principal means .of gratification f'or the truly educated 
person~ the development of the ability and the desire to 
engage in this vital activity is a cooperative enterprise of 
the entire school, to be promoted wherever the opportunity 
is nresent. Indeed, it is probably not too much to suggest 
that in attempting to create a desire to read and an ability 
to choose with discr~m1nation, the social studies teacher 
has an important advantage over the teac.her of English. The 
National Society for the Study of Education says, 
"Under an inferior instructional program limited 
to formal assignments,.· to· the routine reel ting of facts, 
and to the use of little, if any, collateral material, 
reading abilities andyinterest~ ~ay level off and even 
deteriorate.. Furthermore, experience shows that sa tis-
factory growth in and through reading occurs, as a rule, 
only when appropriate stimula~1on and guidance are 
provided in .all school and college subjects that require 
reading. As a result, the fact is now widely recognized 
that improvement in.· reading is an all-school or college 
responsibil1ty."1f 
In teaching the social studies, reading of good fiction 
is engaged in by the stud•nts as a supplementary activity; 
by acquiring new understandings of their work they can be 
made to see graphically the benefits to be derived from read-
ing; moreover, by making reading thus incidental to another 
purpose, the social studies teacher is less likely to 
1/Committee on Reading, National Society for the Study of 
Education, Reading in the High School and College, Forty-
seventh Yearbook, 1948, Part II, University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, pp. 3-4. 
encounter that resistance to reading a book which so many 
students put up in the English class, where the book to be 
read is presented to the reluctant scholar as the end in 
itself. 
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The teacher as a guide.-- In using novels as an adjunct 
to Problems of Democracy studies, the teacher, of course, 
will use a degree of caution, bearing in mind the fact that 
fictional material oftentimes presents a warped viewpoint 
held by an author who is neither a social scientist nor a 
pedagog. Such lack of objectivity and bias in view will be 
called to the attention of pupils reading any book which 
might be found guilty of special pleading of an issue. This 
very factor, however, if intelligently approached, may be 
turned to good advantage by utilizing it as an opportunity 
to teach and train students to read and to think critically. 
Need for this bibliography.-- In sum, then, it is the 
opinion of the writer that fiction has a real and valuable 
place in the social studies program, for the reasons set 
forth above. The purpose of this paper, therefore, is to 
draw up a bibliography to give aid to the Problems of 
Democracy teacher in making profitable use of good fiction 
as a motivating and teaching aid and in the interest of 
developing in his student$ a liking for reading worthwhile 
literature. The writer feels, moreover, that such a 
bibliography is of singular importance in that there appears 
to have been little similar or analogous work done in the 
field up to this point, as will be more particularly dis-
cussed in the following chapter. 
6 
CHAPTER II 
THE PROCEDURE FOLLOWED IN COMPILING THIS ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPrt~ 
1. Previous Work Done in This Area 
Bibliographies preceding this study.-- Prior to this 
study, annotated bibliographies had been worked out in areas 
closely related to the Problems of Democracy field. The 
compiler of two of these bibliographies, Hannah Logasa, gave 
broad coverage to historical fiction for reading use on the 
junior and senior high school levels. The title of her first 
v 
bibliography indicates that its intended use is a general 
2/ 
one for these age levels. Her second work - is aimed more 
specifically for use by history classes which also are on 
both junior high school and senior high school age levels. 
Lack of cQverage in Problems of Democracy field.-- These 
two bibliographies, however, in making their approach, appear 
to be intended to constitute only an allied contribution to 
• 
the study of Problems of Democracy by students in the last 
1/Hannah Logasa, compiler, Historical Fiction Suitable for 
Junior and Senior High 8Qhoo!s, Publications of the National 
Council for the Social Studies, number one, McKinley Publishing 
Company, Philadelphia, 192?. 
g}Hannah Logasa, compiler, Historical Fictton and Other 
Reading ReferenQes for History Classes in Junior and Senior 
Hlgh SQhools, fifth edition revised and enlarged, McKinley 
Publishing Company, Philadelphia, 1951. 
-?-
two years of high school. The first bibliography which was 
referred to above could, of course, suggest supplementary 
fictional reading of an historical nature written before 
1928. The second Logasa work could recommend, in addition, 
historical material more recently written. The scope of its 
offerings, nonetheless, is within the limits shown in its 
title. 
Other annotated bibliographies.-- Other annotated 
bibliographies related to this area have been compiled. One 
1.1 
of them is published by the Syracuse Public Library, and 
is divided into two sections. The first section is an 
annotated bibliography of titles arranged alphabetically by 
author. The second section is a list of the same titles 
grouped by subject. Among these subject groupings are 
g) 
several which, as will be noted below, are sometimes dealt 
with in Problems of Democraoy texts. These topics are: 
1. Depression 
2. Crime 
3. Colored People 
4. Business 
5. Politics 
Another work, published by the American Council on 
. . . 
iJsyracuse Public Libra.ry, Gold· Star List of American 
Fiction, Syracuse Public Library,· Syracuse, 1952. 
2/See pp. 12-17. 
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1/ 
Education,- treats subjects in the sphere of human relations. 
Each chapter deals with one of these subjects. At the 
beginning of the chapter, the subject under treatment is 
explained to the reader. Following this explanation is a 
very brief annotated bibliography. Lists of titles without 
annotations follow, including both fiction and non-fiction, 
graded according to levels of reading difficulty from the 
level of young children's books to that of mature adult 
works. Two of these chapters, related to the Problems of 
Democracy field, suggest material on the subjects of "Economic 
Differences" and "Belonging to Groups." 
The National Council of Teachers of English has published 
gj 
an annotated bibliography which lists leisure reading for 
high school students. This bibliography includes fiction and 
non-fiction. In one section which is devoted to material on 
the topic, "Well Being of Others," several annotated fiction 
titles are included which deal with the problems of racial 
~ prejudice, poverty, and business. 
An annotated bibliography which includes fiction and 
1JStaff of Intergroup Education in Cooperating Schools, of 
the American Council on Education, Reading Ladders for Human 
Relations, revised and enlarged edition, 1949, Work in Progress 
Series, American Council on Education, Washington, D. C. 
gjCommittee on Senior High School Book List, of the National 
Council of Teachers of English, Books for You, National 
Council of Teachers of English, Chicago, 1951. 
~Ibid., pp. 40-41. 
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non-fiction dealing with inter-group relations has been 
1/ 
compiled by Stetter. These annotated works are listed on 
four reading levels ranging from the level of easy children's 
books to adult titles. Annotated titles in this bibliography 
on the subjects of labor relations and race relations would 
be of interest to students in Problems of Democracy classes. 
An annotated bibliography of non-fiction and fiction 
titles has been published by the American Jewish Committee. 
y 
These annotated works deal with the subject of community 
relations. Another bibliography, a work of the Boston Public y 
Library, lists annotated titles dealing with the problems 
of the Negro. 
.. 
Each of these bibliographies, as noted in each instance 
above, offers fictional material related to one or more of the 
topics in the Problems of Democracy field. However, it is the 
intent of the writer that this annotated bibliography may make 
a more inclusive contribution to that field, aimed specifi-
cally as this bibliography is at the Problems of Democracy 
area of study. 
l/Henry G. Stetter, compiler, Inter-Group Relations 
Bibliography, Connecticut State Inter-Racial Commission, 
Hartford, 1948. 
2/Community Service Department, of the American Jewish 
Committee, The Pen Is Mightier, The American Jewish Committee, 
New York, 1952. 
YBoston Public Library, A Selected Reading List for Negro 
History Week, Boston Public Library, Boston, 1953. 
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2. Selection of the Post-War Problems 
Listing problems.-- In order to go about drawing up an 
annotated bibliography of historical and contemoorary novels 
relating to contemporary post-war problems, it was first of 
all necessary to discover and list what seemed to be the 
outstanding problems. An annotated bibliography of this 
nature would then include, with certain limitations to be 
noted further on in this chapter, the books which dealt with 
the problems considered to be both most important in our 
society and most generally taught in our high schools today. 
An informal list.-- It seems superfluous to attempt the 
definition of the term "post-war problem. 11 The undercurrents 
of daily life do a thoroughly adequate job in this respect. 
Starting with this assumption, the writer dre1N" up his own 
list of today 1 s problems. This was done after many 
discussions with other persons, and after a perusal of news-
paper editorials and current articles in magazines and 
periodicRls, as well as noting the coverage of radio news 
broadcasts. 
The writer's own informal list included the following 
problems: 
1. Housing 
2. Rent Control 
3. Prices and Price Controls 
4. Atomic Bomb 
12 
5. Korean \Alar 
6. Racial Prejudice 
7. Communism 
8. Poverty 
9. Crime 
10. Juvenile Delino_uency 
11. Depression 
12. Political Corruption 
13. Labor Unions 
14. Farming 
15. Financing Government Expenditures 
16. Business Monopolies 
17. United Nations 
18. Health 
19. Social Security 
20. Money and Banking 
21. Socialized Medicine 
Lists in Problems of Democracy texts.-- Next, the writer 
surveyed six Problems of Democracy textbooks in order to see 
whether the problems treated therein would correlate generally 
with the list of problems considered immediately above. The 
1.1 first of these texts dealt with the following problems: 
1. Family 
±/Joseph Irvin Arnold, Challenges to Arnerica.n Youth, Row, 
Peterson & Company, New York, 1940. 
2. Production 
3. Income 
4. Commerce 
5. Labor 
6. Finance . ' 
7. Consumption·· 
8. Racial Cooperation 
9. Public Health 
10. Criminals 
11. Crtme Prevention 
12. Safety 
13. Economie·and Socia~ Planning 
The second Problems of, Democracy text 
following issues: 
1. Consumption 
2. Production 
3. Wealth 
4. Communication and Transportation 
5. Public Health 
6. Delinquency 
7. Crime 
8. Minority Groups 
1/ 
treated the 
1/Nelson L. Bossing and Robert R. Martin, Youth Faces Its 
Problems, Laidlaw Brothers, New York, 1950. 
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!/ The next text surveyed by the writer included studies 
of these problems: 
1. Family 
2. Standards of Conduct 
3. Human Welfare 
4. Education and Culture 
5. Business 
6. Buying and Selling 
7. Distribution of Wealth 
8. Consumption 
9. Saving 
10. Labor 
11. Housing 
12. Rent 
13. Monopolies 
14. Prejudice 
15. Poverty y 
In another textbook, the issues taken into considera-
tion were: 
1. Consumer Economics 
2. Cooperatives 
3. Farming 
i/Ray Osgood Hughes, TodaY's Problems, Allyn & Bacon, 
Boston, 1942. 
g}Horace X'idger, Problems Fao1ng American DemocracY, Ginn & 
Company, Boston, 1953. · 
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4. Big Business 
5. Money 
6. Prices 
7. Labor 
8. Women's Rights 
9. Housing 
10. Family 
11. Social Security 
•. 12. Crime 
13. Conservation 
14. Taxation 
The ne~t textbook surveyed by the writer included 
treatment of the following issues which would be of interest 
to a Problems of Democracy class: 
1. Taxes 
2. Public Opinion 
3. War 
4. United Nations 
5. Health 
6. Safety 
7. Crime 
8. Wealth 
9. Business 
l/William M. Muthard, Stanley M. Hastings, and Cullen B. 
Gosnell, Democracy in America, revised edition, Newson 
Company, New York, 1947. 
10. Buying and Selling 
11. Money 
12. Conservation 
13. Labor Unions 
14. Unemployment 
15. Depression 
16. Poverty 
The sixth Problems of Democracy text 
with these problems: 
1. Consumption 
2. Thrift 
3. Big Business 
4. Transportation and ·Communication 
5. Marketin~ 
6. Money 
7. Credit 
8. Price Levels 
9. Banking 
10. Business Cycles 
11. Organized Labor 
12. Conservation of Resources 
13. Improving Agricultural Conditions 
14. Poverty 
16 
1/ 
was concerned 
!/Howard Patterson, A. W. Selwyn Little, and Henry Reed 
Burch, Problems in American Democracy, The Macmillan Company, 
New York, 1951. 
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15. Social Security 
16. Crime 
17. Physically and Mentally Handicapped 
18. Public Health 
19. Education 
20. War 
21. Political Parties 
22. Public Finance 
It was the conclusion of the writer that the lists of 
problems dealt with in these Problems of Democracy textbooks 
correlated generally with the writer's own informal list of 
problems. There were some exceptions·to a complete correla-
tion, of course. For example, the writer's list did not 
include such topics as transportation and communication, and 
conservation. On the other hand, the textbooks did not 
generally cover such topics as the atomic bomb and the war 
in Korea. It should be stated here that these same textbooks 
did offer references and suggested readings bearing on these 
problems, but all such supplementary reading lists were 
entirely of a non-fiction nature. 
3. Selection of Fiction Dealing with the Post-War Problems 
Sources of listing of titles.-- Once the specific 
problems themselves had been located and narrowed down to 
suit the needs of a Problems of Democracy class, work on 
18 
finding suitable works of fiction on these topics began. The 
writer used the Cumulative Book Index for the years 1928-1953, 
which, by its subtitle, is "a world list of books in the 
English language," along with United Statea Catalog, 
predecessor to Cumulative Book Index and covering the years 
preceding 1928. This list, naturally, includes a very broad 
selection of fiction under each subject. Here, then, was 
where the narrowing down and selecting process of recommended 
titles, fiction for the bibliography, began. 
Necessity for criteria in selegtion.-- In judging each 
work of fiction for possible inclusion in the bibliography, 
it was necessary first to erect a set of criteria by which 
to measure each book. Such cri te.ria would necessarily be 
based on the assumption that the reading audience consisted 
of boys and girls in the last two years of senior high 
school, in the sixteen to eighteen years of age group, 
typical representatives of a high school Problems of Democracy 
class. 
Criterion of diffigulty of reading level.-- One impor-
tant consideration was the difficulty of the reading matter 
itself. One phase of this issue was the question of whether, 
indeed, the vocabulary itself would be beyond the comprehen-
sion of the potential readers. However, comparatively few 
instances of this occur, for in general most novels read by 
adults can be read by high school upperclassmen. 
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Attention should be paid to the ease with which the 
student will understand the book's ideas. Can the student 
grasp its meanings and digest them without having consciously 
to study the work, even if he can grasp the vocabulary 
itself? A book should not be recommended to him unless it 
will be pleasure reading, which implies a minimum of conscious 
laboring at interpretation. The pupil should benefit 
intellectually from his reading, but this process should 
occur as a by-product of his experi;ence, rather than as a 
consciously labored-for goal in itself. 
Criterion of style of writing.-- Alo·ng with language 
expression, style of writing is a factor to consider in 
recommending a book to a sixteen or seventeen year old youth 
for his leisure time activity. A book which is written in a 
smooth flowing manner will hold the reader's interest and 
attention, exactly what a good story should be expected to 
do, whether told orally or through the medium of the printed 
page. The book should please while it instructs, and this 
will occur in most cases where the narrative is well drawn 
and each idea and action unfolds smoothly to the next. In 
selection of novels for the purpose of inclusion in this 
bibliography the writer placed emphasis upon how well he 
thought they would denote or connote ideas, not upon their 
value, however great that might be, for presenting the styles 
of different schools of writers. 
20 
Criterion of ~ublio taste and acceptability.-- A very 
important criterion for our measurement of these novels is 
that of public taste, and, thereby, approval or disapproval 
of the book. The adult fiction shelves of libraries, espe-
cially our larger libraries, contain a broad cross section 
of writings by many authors. In this way the mature reader 
is permitted to approve or reject as he chooses, not only as 
to the subject matter, but also with respect to special plot, 
characters, and setting of the story. The adult reader 
selects according to his own taste. Some use more liberal 
standards of selection than others, but each is free to set 
his own pace, be it a racy one or a more conservative one. 
Occasionally, a reader may try to persuade the librarian that 
a certain book should be removed from the shelves because of 
what that borrower considers objectionable portions in the 
book. Another reader may congratulate the librarian for 
pursuing a broad-minded policy of book selection and book 
offerings. 
A specific recommendation of a book to a high school 
pupil is a somewhat different matter, however. It is 
necessary that a degree of caution be excercised in this 
responsibility. A book which might bring a flow of objections 
from parents should be avoided by the teacher in making 
outside reading recommendations to the class. The book 
which the teacher suggests to him, therefore, cannot always 
21 
be the same one as that which the student selects for himself 
through his own trial and error process or upon the recom-
mendation of a friend. 
In this sphere of thought, the writer chose a point on 
literary ground which he felt was neither conservative nor 
radical. Some of the books included in this annotated 
bibliography would, of course, be acceptable in this respect 
to the most conservative reader, for they contain no racy 
passages and no profanity and vulgarity. But the writer 
felt it worthwhile to include, if it had value for this 
bibliography, the type of book which contains an occasional 
bit of strong language or into which the author injects only 
rarely a lusty incident, and that of brief enough duration 
so that it does not seem to distract the reader's attention 
from the theme of the story. However, he rejected the 
category of book which places undue emphasis on strong 
language or tangy passages. Thus, the basis underlying this 
criterion was the degree of contribution which the book 
could make, it was felt, over and above relatively infrequent 
portions of the vocabulary or plot which, if taken by them-
selves, might appear mildly objectionable to some readers. 
Criterion of worthwhile investment of the student's time.--
In the process of surveying each of the books pertinent to 
post-war problems, the criterion of amount of attention paid 
by each book to a particular problem was used. It was felt 
22 
that for a novel to be recommended for reading on any 
subject, it should pertain largely, and not lightly and 
,, 
incidentally, to that subject. Thus, the time spent by the 
student in reading that book would be well invested. While 
he would be reading for enJoyment, he would also be learning 
about the reality of the the~e under treatment. This 
knowledge would increase for him in proportion to the amount 
of attention which the book. paid to that topic. 
Criterion of length of book.-- As a corollary to the 
preceding criterion, the length of this book is an important 
factor for consideration. One autP,or· may .. tell a story in 
' . 
fewer pages than another, though .each·'·may have an interesting 
manner of presentation. In some oases, a reader may find 
that a book which is over five hundred pages long holds his 
attention throughout its narrative better than another no~el 
of under three hundred pages in length. This bibliography 
includes several books which are in the longer category. The 
majority of selections here, however, are of shorter.extent. 
The writer felt that the few long novels in this bibliography 
ought to be included because each dealt especially well with 
a specific subject. However, it was felt that in most cases 
the briefer novel would have more appeal for the student, just 
as it does for perhaps the majority of people. This, it 
seemed, would hold especially true in this era of many 
different media of communication, each bidding constantly 
23 
and competitively for the individual's attention and time. 
Criterion of coverage given the problem.-- Each book 
listed in the bibliography was chosen for inclusion there 
because of its effective manner of dealing with a specific 
problem. In many cases, the books cover more than one of 
these issues, because of the interrelation of so many of our 
social issues of today. For example, racial prejudice may 
occur in conjunction with poverty and crime, and juvenile 
delinquency may accompany depression times, just as business 
and corruption in politics sometimes go together, to mention 
a few of many possible combinations. Each title in the 
bibliography was located, however, under the topic to which 
it gave the most extensive treatment. 
The reading of a book which deals with several problems 
will be beneficial to the student in two ways. It will give 
him greater insight into several issues of the day in the 
course of his experience with one story. It will also show 
him graphically how different aspects .of daily life 
interrelate and intertwine. Gaining an understanding of 
these interrelationships is on a level of importance with 
that of acquiring knowledge about one specific problem, for 
the isolation of one facet of living from the rest of life 
is impossible in our worldly affairs. 
Criterion of the controversial issue.-- The writer made 
an approach to the controversial issue situation similar to 
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that used With the public taste and acceptability standard. 
This point need not be explored again in great detail. The 
statement should be made, however, that books which show an 
anti-American bias, or are written by authors recently in the 
news for allegedly having expressed views hostile to the 
United States, were omitted from this bibliography. It seemed 
expedient, for purposes of this study, again to choose ground 
neither too conservative nor radical. 
4. Suggestions to the Teacher 
Format of the annotations.-- Each title listed in this 
bibliography is annotated descriptively and critically. The 
descriptive section, the initial portion of the annotation, 
consists of a brief summary of the book's contents, including 
its key ideas and contribution. The annotation is then 
continued with the writer's critical opinion of the book's 
value, showing why he felt that it merited inclusion in this 
bibliography. This appraisal was arrived at by the writer 
after much thoughtful consideration of the work, and 
measurement of it with the criteria noted previously in this 
chapter. 
For the majority of books included in this bibliography, 
the annotation is concluded with a quotation from an author-
itative book reviewing source. The footnote for each 
quotation includes the signed name of the reviewer, where 
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that was given, and in every instance refers to the 
periodical or newspaper source of the review. It is hoped 
that the teacher making use of these suggested fiction works 
will find these quotations an invaluable aid in making his 
recommendations to his class. 
Topics treated in this bibliography.-- It will be noted 
that the list of problems with suggested related fictional 
readings in this bibliography is not a complete list of all 
the areas which are studied in Problems of Democracy classes. 
On certain subjects, like foreign policy, for instance, very 
little fiction has been written. Therefore, not every subject 
dealt with in a Problems of Democracy text could be included 
in this list of annotated titles. However, a bibliography 
of this kind is not intended to give comprehensive coverage 
to all the topics of current interest and discussion. It 
can aid, rather, in the understanding of some of these 
problems in the ways mentioned in the preceding chapter. 
The writer hopes that this bibliography makes a contribution 
in directions which the National Society for the Study of 
ll 
Education considers worthy: 
"The primary purpose of reading in school is to 
extend the experiences of boys and gir~s, t6 stimulate 
their thinking powers, and to elevate their tastes. 
The ultimate end of instruction in reading is to enable 
the reader to participate intelligently in the thought 
i/National Committee on Reading, of the National Society for 
the Study of Education, Report of the National Committee on 
Reading, Twenty-fourth Yearbook, 1925, Part I, Public School 
Publishing Company, Bloomington, Illinois, op. 9-10. 
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life of the world and appreciatively in its recreational 
activities. This objective emphasizes the importance 
of the content of what is read and attaches new signif-
icance to it . 
.... If wisely chosen, reading materials will 
extend the experiences of boys and girls, enlarge and 
correct their fund of information, and stimulate habits 
of good thinking. Much of the information needed 
to-day by a well-informed person must be secured through 
the reading of interesting accounts of the world and its 
people. As our social life becomes more complex, the 
need of rich and varied experience will be increasingly 
large. It is important that pupils recognize sooner or 
later the imperative need of keeping in touch with 
social progress and world problems through reading." 
CHAPTER III 
AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SELECTED 
FICTION DEALING WITH PROBLEMS QF TODA! 
1. Atomic Bomb 
Colby, Merle, Big Secret. The Viking Press, New York, 1949. 
375 p. 
Youthful physicist tries to prevent issuance in the 
Pentagon of a regulation which would forbid free 
exchange of scienti~ic facts. 
Big Secret important tor its well-drawn portrayal of 
atomic research~ where restrictive measures, if 
overdone, can defeat their own'purpose of security. 
"Mr. Colby's book .... is an informed, skilful, and highly 
readable book."!/ 
Hilton, James, Nothing So Strange. Little, Brown & Company, 
Boston, 1947. 308 p. 
Narrative covers period from before World War II up to 
August, 1945, when Hiroshima was hit by the atomic bomb. 
Setting of story in London at beginning of book, moving 
later to the atomic research laboratories in the United 
States. 
A vivid historical portrayal of the beginning of an era, 
successful both in its recreation of the times it covers 
and in its continuity of atomic research and development 
during those years. "···· it brings into full view the 
dilemma which faces the true scientist today."gj 
Sinclair, Upton, 0 Shepherd. Speak! The Viking Press, New 
York, 1949. 629 p. 
lfReview by Walter Havighurst in Saturday Review of 
Literature (May 28, 1949), 32.:15. 
gjReview by C. H. Bishop in Commonweal (December 12, 1947), 
47:223. 
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Lanny Budd, the hero, and his friends working on 
organizing a propaganda campaign to be implemented 
through American radio and press, for the purpose of 
helping avert a World War III. 
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Style of an adventure story enlivening in this interest-
ing fictional account of .a group of individuals working 
for the future peace of the world. 
Wilson, ~itchell A., Live with Lightning. Little, Brown & 
Company, Boston, 1949. 404 p. 
Picture of a physicist's struggle for free research from 
depression days through his years as an atomic energy 
worker. 
Book important for its theme, successfully developed, 
that the scientist does his best work when he is permit-
ted to go freely about his research. Story interesting 
despite the author's factual style. 11 To a laboratory 
experiment, Mr. Wilson gives the glow of a religious 
experience and an impact that is almost physical. Every 
character is alive, and every scene is in bal8nce, 
indispensable and right."l/ 
2. Banks and Banking 
Marquand, John P .. Point of No Return. Little, Brown &. 
Company, Boston, 1949. 559 p. 
Depicts the career background and earlier life of Charles 
Gray, an assistant vice-president in a conservative New 
York City bank. 
Excellent picture of daily experiences and issues in the 
banking field, as well as a capturing of the flavor of 
New England and New York City atmospheres in this novel. 
11 
•••• the banking episodes are magnificent."gj 
0. Business and. Wealth 
Hawley, Cameron, Executive Suite. Houghton Mifflin Company, 
lJReview by Lisle Bell in New York Herald Tribune WeeklY 
Book Review (September 11, 1949), p. 6. 
g}Review by James Hilton in New York Herald Tribune Weekly 
Book Review (March 6, 1949), p. 1. 
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Boston, 1952. 344 p. 
Complicated processes and techniques involved in choos-
ing the new president of a company represented in this 
novel. This occasioned by the sudden death, due to a 
cerebral hemorrhage, of Avery Bullard, President of the 
Tredway Corporation. 
Use of an original approach to this interesting story 
permits us a view of inner workings and makeup of the 
structure of one part of the financial world. ''An 
extremely well-informed novel of the financial world and 
its high-echelon inhabitants."l/ 
Jonas, Carl, Jefferson Selleck. Little, Brown & Company, 
1952. 303 p. 
American business man dying of heart disease dictates 
to a doctor friend the story of his life, lived in a 
small mid-western manufacturing city. 
Sympathetic portrait of Jefferson Selleck, showing effects 
·of drives and business forces reacting upon him during 
his career, written in engaging strain. "Without being 
profound and without being philosophical, it is a just 
picture of a characteristic American life. 11 g;' 
Kaup, Elizabeth Dewing, Not for the Meek. The Macmillan 
Company, New York, 1941. 697 p. 
Story of the rise to power in the steel industry of a 
Danish immigrant boy in the United States. 
Simple and direct style. Portrait that of a millionaire 
without lofty illusions, but with, rather, a down-to-
earth attitude towards his worldly successes. Satisfying 
novel because of this lack of glorification of the main 
character. "A novel that is worthwhile both for its back-
ground and for its portrayal of a rugged individualist 
in the days when rugged individualism paid dividends. ''Y 
!/Review in New York Times Book Review (November 16, 1952), 
p. 48. 
g)Review by H. M. Jones in Saturday Review (January 26, 1952), 
35:9. 
~eview by G. W. ~ill in Library Journal (January 15, 1941), 
66:80. 
Lewis, Sinclair, Babbitt. Harcourt, Brace & Company, New 
York, 1922. 401 p. 
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A satire on American middle class city life with its 
central character George F. Babbitt, a successful real 
estate agent and booster of his community. 
Sometimes humorous and always a highly readable work. 
More healthily analytical than purely destructive in its 
satire, e~pecially where the thoughtful reader is con-
cerned. 
Tarkington, Booth, Magnificent Ambersons. Doubleday & 
Company, New York, 1918. 516 p. 
Emphasis laid upon Mr. Amberson's success in business 
and the effect of resultant sudden wealth upon his 
family, as shown in their living and attitudes. Midwest 
locale of the 1870's. 
A searching study of the effects fortune has upon people, 
viewing their personalities before and after its 
acquisition. Illustrates but does not argue. An absorb-
ing story as well. 
4. Business Depression 
Breckenridge, Gerald, The Beseiged. Doubleday & Company, New 
York, 1937. 300 p. 
Comparison of how the depression affected the lives of 
two young men. Home environment shown to be a helpful 
factor with one and harmful to the other. 
An easily read and intriguing story written in first 
person style. "The book has vigor and pace, and an 
eloquence that owes nothing to tricks of style."!/ 
Hobart, Alice Tisdale, Their Own Country. Bobbs-Merrill 
Company, Indianapolis, 1940. 405 p. 
Young married couple overtaken by the depression in New 
York City, following their failure in the oil business 
in China. A second move made by the Chases to Kansas 
for a new beginning, resulting finally in success due 
1JReview by Lisle Bell in New York Herald Tribune Book 
Review (March 28, 1937), p. 15. 
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to innate abilities and perseverance. 
Fine description showing a progressively successful 
adjustment made by people of strong character. A novel 
vi tal for its view of gor,l reached after failures. ''A 
fine story, with real people in a real world."!/ 
Johnson, Josephine, Now in November. Simon & Schuster, New 
York, 1935. 231 p. 
A story of farm life in the Middle West, with the 
Haldmarnes family facing common problems of drought, 
debt, loneliness, and oncoming insanity. 
Written in fine lyrical prose, with ease and restraint. 
A gripping novel of harsh depression reality. 
ranter, Mackinlay, Good Family. Coward-McCann, New York, 
1949. 150 p. 
Everyday vignettes in the life of a happy, though poor, 
family living in a small town during the depression 
years. 
A novel which depicts realities in an optimistic and 
refreshing manner which can uplift the reader. "Mr. 
Kantor ingeniously turns a concrete, very human little 
story into a bold affirmation of his faith in life 
itself, whatever the cost in woe or worry."gj 
Lawrence, Josephine, But You Are Young. Little, Brown & 
Company, 1940. 330 p. 
Dramatizes problem of a young couple who want to marry 
during the depression but are faced by the financial 
dependency on each of their respective families. 
A piquant theme done in a light style which nonetheless 
does not gloss over realities. "· ... a study of an 
economic problem, well observed and done with more humor 
than bitterness."Y 
];/Review by L. M. Kinlock in Library Journal (March 15, 1940), 
65:25?. 
g}Review by F. H. Bullock in New York Herald Tribune Book 
Review (May 1, 1949), p. 14. 
3/Rev~ew by R. C. Benet in Saturday Review of Literature 
TJanuary 6, 1940), 21:10. 
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Lawrence, Josephine, If I Have Four Apples. Frederick A. 
Stokes Company, Philadelphia, 1935. 314 p. 
Shows futile attempts of a lower middle-class American 
family to maintain its former standard of living during 
depression years and failure to budget their money •. 
Documents a social problem, one of a peculiar kind of 
stubborn pride, in effective fashion. Has the vitality 
necessary to make it an interesting story. 
Roy, Gabrielle, Tin Flute. Reynal & Hitchcock, 1947. 315 p. 
Tale of a poverty-stricken French-Canadian family living 
in Montreal during the depression. 
Sympathetically and understandably written. Eloquent 
in its character portrayals. 
Thomas, Dorothy, The Home Place. Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 
1936. 237 p. 
Complications of crowded space and personality adjust-
ments arise as the result of four families living 
together under one roof. Home place a Nebraska farm 
owned by the parents of three sons who move back to live 
there along with their wives and children. 
Author succeeds in making a realistic portrait. Conver-
sational portions unsophisticated but not crude, and 
style of writing easy. "Miss Thomas tells the story 
with keen insight and sympathetic understanding .... 11 1/ 
5. Communism in America 
Macinnes, Helen, Neither Five Nor Three. Harcourt, Brace & 
Company, 1951. 340 p. 
Parties responsible for the creation, editing, and 
nublishing of a New York magazine discover Communist 
infiltration of their staff of writers. 
Objectively, but intriguingly, written, with characters 
and incidents used to illuminate the reality of Communist 
betrayal. "· ... an excellent job of fact finding and 
fact facing incorporated into a story which makes good 
lfReview in Christian Science Monitor (August 13, 1936), 
p. 14. 
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reading from start to finish."l/ 
6. Corruption in Politics 
Langley, Adria Locke, A Lion Is in the Street§. McGraw-Hill 
Book Company, 1945. 482 p. 
Rise and fall of Hank Martin, an American politician who 
uses tricks and slogans to become governor of a southern 
state. 
Justice of Martin's final defeat impressive in this 
provocative account of low methods in politics. "This 
is the most devastating novel about American politics 
that has been written for a long time."gj 
7. Crime and Criminals 
Cozzens, James Gould, The Just and the UnJust. Harcourt, 
Brace & Company, 1942. 434 p. 
Murder trial in a county seat, told in detail. 
Important for its relation of complications which arise 
in the due process of law and in the attempt to mete 
out the punishment which a: crime demands. Also offers 
insight into the events leading to commission of the 
crime. Absorbingly written. " democracy at the 
core -and almost at its best."~ 
8. Juvenile Delinquency 
Tunis, John, City for Lincoln. Harcourt, Brace & Company, 
New York, 1945. 292 p. 
Juvenile delinquency dealt with and one possible solution 
offered. Story of high school basketball and small-town 
politics, in which coach Don Henderson wins election for 
lJReview by F. H. Bullock in New York Herald Tribune Book 
Review (March 4, 1951), p. 4. 
gjReview by E. A. Laycock in Boston Globe (May 16, 1945), 
p. 17. 
~Review by Edward Weeks in Atlantic Monthly (August, 1942), 
170:101. 
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the mayor. 
Captures the youthful reader's attention through sports 
story appeal, and focusses upon juvenile delinquency 
and the civic responsibility of young citizens. "An 
excellent book for awakening youth to their challenge 
as political factors. A demonstration of the workings 
of self-government, shared responsibility, democratic 
participation as minors run an efficient court •... a 
great contribution in a field few others have touched."l/ 
9. Korean War 
Frank, Pat, Hold Back the Night. J. B. Lippincott Company, 
Philadelphia, 1951. 210 p. 
Captain Mackenzie leads shattered remnants of a Marine 
unit through sub-zero cold and Chinese ambushes to rejoin 
retreating U. N. forces farther down the Korean penin-
sula. Chinese entry into conflict the cause for this. 
Style of writing neither sensational nor moralizing 
about war. A suspenseful narrative of a brief but 
action-packed period in the war and the lives of sixteen 
Marines. 
10. Poverty 
Giles, Janice Holt, Miss Willie. Westminster Press, 1951. 
268 p. 
Miss Willie, the new school teacher from Texas, trying 
at first to reform the simple folk of Piney Ridge, 
Kentucky. Discovers later that her own outlook must 
undergo modifications if she is to help in this poor 
community. 
A homely style used to present the problems of a 
missionary zealot in gaining an understanding of the 
poverty problems confronting a rural society. Important 
because it stresses in effect, that the would-be social 
worker must go halfway to be successful. "It has as 
much flavor as woodsmoke and is as sturdy and clean as 
a freshly washed 1 coverlid' patched on a cabin porch."g/ 
lfReview in Bulletin from V r inia Kirkus' 
\September 1, 1945 , 13:401. 
g}Review by C. N. Govan in Saturday Review of Literature 
TFebruary 1?, 1951), 34:39. 
Harris, Bernice Kelley, Janey Jeems. Doubleday& Company, 
1946. 306 p. 
Family life story of a happily married North Carolina 
poor white mountaineer couple. 
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Characters and countryside come alive in this excellent 
portrayal. Happiness despite poverty is the theme. 
"····clean, simple style, humor, warmth and humanity."1f 
Rice, Alice Hegan, Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch. Century 
Company, New York, 1903. 225 p. 
Old but not out-dated story of a poor family living 
alongside the railroad tracks. 
Important for its classically simple style and its 
theme of dominating poverty in a cheerful family atmos-
phere. 
Still, James, River of Earth. The Viking Press, New York, 
1940. 245 p. 
Poverty in backwoods Kentucky hills and coal mining 
camps, described by a young boy. 
Reads almost like a boy's diary rewritten by him when 
he becomes mature. Poverty depicted as something to be 
endured rather than as a shocking affair. 
11. Race Prejudice 
Bottome, Phyllis, The Mortal Storm. Little, Brown & Company, 
1938. 357 p. 
Persecution experienced by a German-Jewish 
the early years of Nazi power in Germany. 
A fine factual presentation of the effects 
prejudice has when carried to the extreme. 
portrayed, but horrors not over-emphasized. 
family during 
racial 
Tragically 
Caldwell, Taylor, Wide House. Charles Scribner's Sons, New 
York, 1945. 533 p. 
Historical picture of up-state New York in the 1850's. 
Racial and religious prejudice important in the story. 
lfReview in New Yorker (August 10, 1946), 22:67. 
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Pleasantly light style of writing. Revitalizes a society 
of one hundred years ago and a problem which exists today 
as then. "····a sincere blast at evil and a paean for 
good. It will make you grumble, read, think."l/ 
Canfield, Dorothy, Seasoned Timber. Harcourt, Brace & Company, 
1939. 485 p. 
Study of a small academy in rural Vermont, and its 
principal, Timothy Coulton Hulme, both involved in a 
township election which turns on the issue of racial 
prejudice. 
Gentle, restrained style, but has a telling effect upon 
the reader. "Thoughtful, very well written and showing 
a keen sense of relative values .... "2/ 
Emery, Anne, Tradition. Vanguard Press, New York, 1946. 
250 p. 
Shows the difficulty in gaining acceptance experienced 
by Dorothy and Charlie Okimoto in a stuffy small-town 
school, as their contemporaries persist in shunning 
them. 
Racial prejudice neatly and ably attacked from the angle 
of how tradition has helped maintain this evil in our 
society. Written especially for high school age readers 
in appealing manner. 
Faulkner, William, Intruder in the Dust. Random House, 1948. 
247 p. 
Mob assembled outside a Mississippi jail with intent to 
lynch a Negro held inside and accused of murdering a white 
man. At same time as this, other parties of both races 
are gathering evidence to prove him innocent. 
A skillful combination of hot emotions engendered by 
racial prejudice and cooler ones involved in a search 
for proof that will free an innocent man. Gripping 
overtones of suspense throughout the narrative. '' 
a powerful and fascina.ting story, richly creating place, 
lfReview by Edith Roberts in Chicago Sun (August 22, 1945), 
p. 16. 
g}Review in New York Times Book Review (March 5, 1939), 
p. 6. 
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character, and race."!./ 
Fuller, Edmund, Star Pointed North. Harper & Brothers, 1946. 
361 p. 
Fictionalized biography of Frederick Douglass, Negro 
slave who escaped to the North and became an Abolitionist 
leader. 
Valuable for accuracy of detail, while remaining enter-
taining reading written in a light style. Also important 
for its recreation of the era immediately precedent to 
the Negro's liberation from legal slavery. 11 •••• becomes 
absorbing as the author warms to his powerful theme. 11 2/ 
Graham, Gwethalyn, Earth and High Heaven. J. B. Lippincott 
Company, Philadelphia, 1944. 288 p. 
Young Canadian-Jewish soldier and Anglo-Saxon journalist 
fall in love just before his unit is due to go overseas. 
Vehement opposition to their getting married expressed 
by their respective families. 
Striking contrast depicted between attitudes of the 
couple and their families. Important for its pondering 
of a perplexing problem, in actuality only part of a 
much larger one. 11 The tone of the book as a whole is 
so clear and just, the characters so human, the central 
theme is so admirably developed, that it calls for 
entire respect."~ 
Halsey, Margaret, Some of My Best Friends Are Soldiers. 
Simon & Schuster, 1944. 207 p. 
Written in the form of a series of letters from a young 
service club canteen worker to her soldier brother. 
Advises him on racial prejudice, telling of her experi-
ences with it on the job. 
l_/Review by Horace Reynolds in Christian Science Monitor 
\October 7, 1948), p. 11. 
gjReview by L. D. Reddick in Library Journal (October 15, 
1946), 71:1464. 
Q}Review in New York Herald Tribune Weekly Book Review 
\October 8, 1944), p. 3. 
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Important feature here its light style, enabling it to 
make its point successfully while it carries the reader 
easily and rapidly. Letter writing technique thus highly 
effective in this case. 
Hobson, Laura, Gentleman's Agreement. Simon & Schuster, New 
York, 1947. 275 p. 
Young journalist posing as a Jew for several weeks in 
order to gather material for a series of articles on 
anti-Semitism. 
Important for its mastery of appeal to truth and 
righteous indignation against this disease of society. 
An impressive story. "Courageous, convincing and highly 
enjoyable."±/ 
Levin, Meyer, My Father's House. The Viking Press, New York, 
1947. 192 p. 
Novel about modern Palestine. Central character, David, 
a young boy, makes his way there after escaping Nazi 
persecution in Poland and after later escaping from a 
concentration camp. 
Informative in its portrayal of Palestine by an author 
who spent a year living there. Understandingly sympa-
thetic toward the plight of the Jew who flees there to 
find a homeland, but does not make the reader merely 
feel sorry for him. "····an optimistic picture of 
social and economic life in the Jewish settlements."gj 
Lewis, Sinclair, Kingsblood Royal. Grosset & Dunlap, 1947. 
348 p. 
Young mid-western banker, Neil Kingsblood, stumbles upon 
discovery of Negro blood in his ancestry. Knowledge of 
this fact in a community previously considered to have 
harbored no racial prejudice shown in its effects upon 
him and his family. 
Dynamic demonstration of racial prejudice, because of 
the constancy of every element but one in the social 
situation described, the one variable being the racial 
1/Review in Library Journal (February 15, 1947), 72:320. 
g}Review by G. W. Hill in Library Journal (August 1947), 
72:1108. 
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difference. Story strikingly constructed around effects 
of that one variable when known to be present. " a 
book of tremendous importance which shows the utter 
stupidity, terrible unreasonableness, sheer folly and 
gross injustice of race prejudice."l/ 
Means, Florence Crannell, Assorted Sisters. Houghton Mifflin 
Company, 1947. 250 p. 
Mary Locke's parents in charge of a Denver settlement 
house. Mary's companions Chinese, Negro, and Spanish-
American. 
Of special interest to high school girls because of its 
warmth of appeal to them. Book important for its con-
structive optimism, showing as it does successful group 
relationships among girls of assorted nationalities and 
races. ''Mrs. Means has an exceptional gift for finding 
the least common denominator in girls."g/ 
Means, Florence Crannell, Shuttered Windows. Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 1938. 205 p. 
Move by Harriet Freeman, a colored girl, from the North 
to the South, with many new problems encountered by her 
as a result. 
Paints sensitively for other girls a graphic portrait 
of one girl's groping for adjustment to the trying 
situations which she as a Negro must face. 
Miers, Earl Schenck, Big Ben. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
1942. 238 p. 
Book inspired by the story of Paul Robeson, the singer. 
Main concern with experiences of Ben Jackson, Negro 
football star at a white university. 
Eminently successful in depicting the flavor of university 
life and scenes, and important for its illustration of 
a blow struck at racial prejudice in this atmosphere. 
"Mr. Miers has written a fascinating and understanding 
book, and has presented from a happier and more 
lfReview by R. W. Henderson in Library Journal (May 15, 
1947), 72:809. 
gjReview by Jane Cobb in Atlantic MonthlX (December, 1947), 
180:144. 
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optimistic viewpoint the struggles and achievments of 
another 'Native Son.' "l/ 
Sumner, Cid Ricketts, Quality. Bobbs-Merrill, 1946. 286 p. 
Delineation of an educated negress who passed for white 
in the North, but upon her return to the South encounters 
confusion in her new status there. 
Reader feels the reality in the plot as it progresses 
and as tenseness develops in situations involving 
complicated and difficult adjustments. Vital for its 
study of the educated Negro'• problem, with author's 
emphasis placed on representing the complicated pattern 
rather than on arguing it. 
Tunis, John, All-American. Harcourt, Brace & Company, 1942. 
245 p. 
High school football story with problems centered around 
a star Negro athlete. 
Fascinating sports and racial prejudice narrative, 
described in lively manner and written particularly for 
the teen-age audience. Tunis effective in making his 
point while always commanding the reader's attention. 
Wh.i tney, Phyllis A. , Willow Hill. Davld JlcKay Company, 1947. 
243 p. 
Negro population in Willow Hill as result of the opening 
of government housing project. Sides of for or against 
these Negroes taken by local groups, and effects of this 
carried over to the school children as they show results 
of parental and school conflicts on this matter. 
Writing geared to appeal strongly to the student while 
it unravels the complications of the racial prejudice 
issue in realistic manner. "The problem around which 
it is built is faced squarely, the characters are real, 
and the plotting is skilful."gj 
!/Review by L. E. Cannon in Christian.Century (September 2, 
1942) ' 59: 1056. 
gjReview in Saturday Review of Literature (September 6, 
1947), 30:34. 
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12. Trade Unions 
Sinclair, Upton, The Jungle. Doubleday & Company, New York, 
1906. 413 p. 
Depicts some of the evils which often cut short a man's 
working life in the Chicago stockyards. Time the first 
years of the twentieth century, central character Jurgis 
Rudkis, a Slav immigrant. 
Excellently written novel of social protest against a 
social evil, done in narrative form which commands 
attention and appeals to sympathetic emotion throughout. 
Important for showing dramatically the futility of the 
workers' struggles against the powerful management 
interests of that day. 
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